“What Was The Star?”  12-21-97

Mt.2:1-12

· a star

· Haley’s Comet   

· Meteor

· a nova/supernova  (Nova 6 BC)

· Kepler figured that Since the Babylonians had predicted the alignment of Saturn and Jupiter at this time, and since Jupiter was considered the planet of Kings, and Saturn the planet of the Jews, he would check.  He found that there was a triple conjunction of those planets in 5 BC.  

Problems:

· Haley’s Comet passed in 12 BC

· about a dozen Novas appear each year.

· There is a problem with all of these solutions – non of them fit what the Bible says:

What does the Bible say?

1. The saw it when they were in the east (2:1), but it does not say that they followed it to Israel.  They came to Jerusalem because that is the natural place to find the king of the Jews.

2. When they arrive in Jerusalem, they do not see the star.  They have to ask around to find out where to go – they finally find out from Scripture.  (2:6-8)

3. After they leave for Bethlehem (5 mi.) they see it again, and it is moving.  They follow it until it stops over the place where Jesus was (a house).
You tell me, what star or comet or planet can you see from Parthia, but not from Jer., but again from Beth?  And what star moves so that you can follow it?  And what star stops over a house?  Which star is over your house?

Obviously, Matt is not intending for us to interpret this as a star in outer-space.  Very often is Scripture the word, “star” is used figuratively or symbolically.  It is obviously a symbol here.  The word can be used to describe any light in the sky that isn’t the sun or moon.

It was a special light in the sky that lit up or flashed at a certain time in the view of those Magi (but not Herod or any astrologers writing history), then it went out.  Then it flashed back on in Bethlehem again in the sight of the Magi.

What could it be? Look at Lk.2:8,9

We know from their conversation with Herod that they saw what they saw at the very moment Jesus was being born.  Way over there across the desert in the east, these men saw some great display.  At that very moment, what was happening in Israel?

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.    

What was shining in the sky when the shepherds saw it?  The glory of God.  All through Sc. the glory of God appears as light.  (Israel in desert, Moses’ face, Temple, Transfiguration, 2nd coming, etc.)

Isn’t it interesting that on the night Jesus was born, at them moment the shepherds saw the brilliant light of the glory of God, these Magi see a light in the sky?

Mt.24:30 At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.

At the second coming, there will be a sign of His coming – great glory.  Maybe it was the same at His first coming.

They say, “We have seen His light”

The pagan superstition of astronomy could never predict the Lord.  They didn’t say, “O lookie there – there’s ol’ Jupiter – it must be the lord.”  The text is clear.  They saw something and knew exactly that it meant the king of the Jews was being born at that moment.

This fits Herod’s question, He said, when did it fainw?  This is the word normally used for some spectacular display.  For example when angels appear, or in Mt.6 of the ostentatious display of the Pharisees.  Can even mean “flash.”  It is used of lightening “”’the lightning ... shines from one part of the sky to the other’ Lk 17.24.    Why would Herod ask the exact time the light flashed or lit up?

Just like the glory of God in the OT would stand over the Holy of Holies – this light stood over the house. 

Why is it not in secular history?  There were lots of stargazers.  Shepherds and Magi and no one else?  Not necessarily, but maybe.

Ex.14:20  God doesn’t make His glory visible to everyone.  It has to do with the heart.

Does this mean some people don’t need Scripture?  No – they did need Scripture.  Interesting – God could have used the light to show them the whole way, but He didn’t.  God draws men to Him, and if they follow, He will expose them to revelation.

Who were these men?  Pagan astrologers, Zoroastrian occultic priests?  False religionists?  No, I think it is obvious that they are God-fearing Gentiles.  It makes perfect sense.  This group that had had such close connection with Daniel would have some that were still faithful.  Many of you could trace your Xian heritage back 500 years.   

When the light of the world came into the world, there was light in the sky, and the faithful saw it.

Isa.9:1  in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan--2 The people walking in darkness  have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death n a light has dawned.

30 yr after they saw his light in the east and in the west, Jesus stood up in the Temple and announced “I am the Light of the World”

Then He said to His disciples You are the light of the world.

Lk.16:8 the people of the light

1 Thes. 5:5 You are all sons of the light and sons of the day.

Eph.5:9 now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth

Php.  2:14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe  When God looks down He sees the same thing we see when we look up.

I have often wondered what it would be like to be able to see every true Xian like a light (evangelism – Billy Grahm)
